OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS.

REPORT OF THE SBECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

Navy Depanruesr, Decenner 4, 18564,
T the President of the United Sta‘es :

81 : In the annual report from the Navy Department, |
which 1 now have the honor to present, I have taken the |
liberty, in nddition to the usual statement of the opers-
tions of the squadrons and the general condition of the |
service and the public property, to recommend a still
further gradual increase of the navy, aud to express
frankly my views of the great importanoe of its reorga-
pization and the ensetment of new regulniions for the
discipline end improvement of seamen. If they are urged
with seeming pertinacity, my only apology is a deep in- |
terest in the magnitude of the subject snd & conviction |
of the mecessity of legislative interposition. Y '

SQUADRONS.

The vessels composing the home gquadron are the
frigate Columbia, the flag-ship, Commander 8. B. Wilson ;
the sloops-of-war Albany, Commander J. T. Garry, Fal- ‘
mouth, Commander T. D. Shaw ; and the steamers Prince- |
ton, Commsander Henry Eogle, and Fulton, Lieutenant
Commanding J, K. Mitchell. Commodore J. T. Newton
still commands this squadron. The cruising of the ves-
sels of the squadron has been principally smong the West
Indis Islands and along the coasts bordering on the Oa- |
ribhean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico.

The Columbia returned to Norfolk, in obedience to |
orders from the Department, aud on the 28th Juue eail- |
ed, under instructions to Commodore Newton, on special
duty to St. Domingo, Havidg thoroughly surveyed the
Bay of Samana and aseertained its depth and chsracter, |
and sxamined the localities in its vicinity with reference |
to fituess for a convenient depot for naval purposes, the |
Coluwbin returged to Pensaccla, and is now under vrders |
to procesd to San Juan de Nicarsguo, conveying to that

oint Mr. Wheeler, United Btates Minister resident to

iearagna, sad Mr. Marlin, United States Minister reai-
dent to Gantemala. The Princeton, Commander Engle,
sailed from Norfolk on the 81st of October for Pensacaln,
and will proceed on her cruise as a purt of the home
squadron. The Albany, Commander Gerry, in pursuance
of the orders of the Commodore, has been actively crais-
ing during the entire year, having visited, among other
ports, those of Samana, Sisal, 8t. Thomas, La Guira, Cu.
racos, Curthagena, Aspinwall, San Juen, Port Royal, and |
8t. Jage de Cuba. She has done good service, and Com- |
mander Gerry and his oficers merit the approbation of |
the Department, as I have reason to know that the ap- |
pearance of our flag at thase ports and the bearing of |
the officers contributed much to the encouragement and |
protection of our citizens epgaged in commercial transac- |
tions in those regions.

The last official intelligence received from the Albany |
was on the 28th of SBeptember from Aspinwall, informing |
the Department that on the énsuing day she would sail
for New York. There iano doubt of her having put to
ses at the time mentioned. Much time having elapsed
and no tidings of her baving been received, it is but na-
tural that puinful anxiety should be felt touching her fate,
The prevalent opinion is that she has sustained serious |
injuries from encountering storms recently prevalent in |
her course homeward, and that she has pul into some |
port for 'repairs.  With s view of obtaining information |
and affording relief, the steamer Princeton left Pensacola|
some days ago in search of the Albany. The Department
still entertains the opinion that she is safe.

The Fulton, which until the 24th of April was under
the command of Lieut, James M. Watson, was in usefal
service, and, having visited many of the ports of the West
Indies, returned to the United States. On the 17th May
ghe left Norfolk under the command of Lient. Mitchell,
conveying to the port of Vera Croz the Hon. Mr. Gadsden,
our Mirister to Mexico, and bearer of the treaty recently
concluded between the United Blates and Mexico, where |
she remained until the treaty was ratified, and with itre- |
turned to the port of Washington, where she has eince |
been necessarily detained, and is now ready for service. |

The practicability of inter-cceanic communieation by[
the conetrugtion of o ship capn! across the Isthmus of |
Daricn, betwesn Caledonia bay and the Caribbean Bea and
the Gulfl of fan Miguel, on the Pacific, has long been a
subject of much speculation and controver:zy among men
of science and learning. The magnitnde of the work and
wonderful influence which its successful accomplishment |
might exert uapon the commerce of the world, and more |
especially upon the intercourse between our Atlantic and
Peeifie possessions, induoed the Department, with your
approbution, to accept the services of an accomplisked
and enterprising officer of the navy, Lieut. L G. Strain,
who volunteered to undertake the exploration. The Ca-
ribbean Sen being embraced within the limits assigned as |
& oruising ground for the Home Bquadren, the Depart-
ment concladed that the Cysne, Commander Holling,
might, with great projriety, cruise in that region, take
proper =oundings at Culedonia Doy, and at the same time, |
with but little additional expense, convey any party that |
might volunteer to engage in the ardaous and interesting I
exploration. Paesed Midshipman Truxten, First Assist- |
ant Engincer J. M. Maory, Mideshipman H. M. Garland,
aad o fvw civilians and seamen fram the crew of the Cy-
ane also volunteered to embark in the adventure., The|
permission of the New Grenadian Government having |
beeu cheerfully given, the Cyane sailed from Philadelphia |
in December last, and arrived at Porto Escoces, on Cale- |
donis Buy, on the 17th of January. The party were land- |
ed, and proceeded to, execule the specinl duty assigned. |
They soceeeded in crossing the Isthmus aud returning,
alter encountering sufferings and hurdsbips, and exhibit- |
' ing powers of endurance, a spirit of enterprise, and a |

generous devotien to daty eminently ereditable to them |

as officers and honorable to them as men, A few of the |
seamen axd civilians were unable to bear up under their |
trying exposure, and expired. The Cyane returned with |
the party to New York, Irgfer you, however, for a more |
articular recital of the detaiis of the expedition, to the
interesting report of Lieut. Strain, which accompanies |
this communication, from which you will perceive that
he ie very decidedly of opinion that the work is totally
fmpracticable, and thus, I apprehend, settles the guestion
forever.

Itis proper that I should remark that the oficers of her |
Britanuie Majesty’s ship Virago, on the Pacifie, were |
prompt and generous in extending timely relief to the
suffericg party, and that o proper appreciation of it has |
been officially communicated to her Dritannic Majesty's
‘Government. A

Intelligence having been received that the property of
Anterican citizens bad been improperly detained by the

opie of B8an Juan de Nicaragun; that our Minister to

utral America, Hon. Mr. Borland, had been treated
with rudeness and disrespect; nod that the interests of
our countrymen required the immediate presence of a
man-of-war in that neighberhood, the Cysne, being the
most available vessel for that purpose, in chedience to |
instructions from the Department, put to sea again on the |
14th of June.

On her arrival at Ban Juan Commander Holline, learn-
ing from Mr. Fabens, the United States Commercial |
Agent ut that pluce, that the demard made by him, by |
order of the Stats Department, for a proper reparation of |
wrongs committed by them, had been treated with deri.
sion and contempt, after due deliberation thought it ex-
pedient, through Mr. Fabens, to make s final demand
upon the inhabitants for a satisfactory adjustment. As
the result was entirely unsatisfactory, Commander Hol-
Lins gave notice on the 12th of July, by @ proclamation
posted in the most public places, that if the proposed
terms of settlement were not complied with he should, at
9 A. M. of the 13th, &l to bombard the town of San
Juan, to the end that ** the rights of our country and eiti-
se=ns may be vindicated, and s o guaranty for future pro-
tection.” He had hoped that the show of & determina-
tion on his part wonld, at this stage of the proceedings,
have brought about a satisfactory sdjustment, Such,
however, was not the case. His appeals for adjustment

with & well-armed national vessel and report that he had
demasded satisfaction, and, upon being treated with con-
tempt, iad felt it his duty to come home. :

Rssh impetucsity on the part of those who hold in their
hands, to some extent, the elegents of war caanot be
too strongly discountenanced. No officer should dare
trifle with them, DBut I think that an scquaintance with
all the faots and calm reflection will relieve our ewn
people (who ave justly sensitive of national honor) from
any fear that o wrong bas been perpetrated, aud a refe-
rence to history may well silence the eriticism of others.

The (y=oe requiring extensive repairs, and owing to
the condition of the-erew from tbe unhealthiness of that
¢limate and their previous exposure in the bay of Cale-
donin, her return to the United States became necessary.
After receiving on board the srchives of the Commercial
Ageney and Mr, Pahons and his effects, Commander Hol-
lins proceeded to Boston, and the vessel on the 1st of
Scptember was put ont of commission for the purpose of
repuits, which are now completed.

The Fulmouth, Communder Shaw, bas been very re-
cently put in commission, snd will proceed to gea in
few dnys.

The Brazil squadron, Commodore W, D. Balter, has at-
tached to it the 8ag-ship Savanash, Commander Samuel
Mercer; the sloop-of-war Grrmantowsn, ﬂommmt!ﬂr w.
F. Lynch ; the brig Buinbridge, Lieut. Commanding C.
@. Hunter; nnd the store-ship Relief, Lieut. Command-
ing 8. C. Rownn. The store-ship Relief returned to New
York on the 20th of July for fresh supplies, and having
taken in Ler cargo sailed for Rio on the 24th of Soptember.

The sloop-of-war Jumestown, which at my last report
formed oue of this squadron, having completed her erulse,
returned to the United States and arrived at Philadelphia
on the 2d of May.

The steataer Water Witoh, Lieut. Commandiog T. J.
Page, is still aciively engnged in tho surveys of the rivers

ruguay and Parnna,

This “quadron is eficiently engaged in taking care of
the interests of our country in that region, with which
our comnercial transuctions are rapidly growing.

The Africen Squadron, Commodore Isaac Muayo, con-
sists of his dag-ship, the {rigate Constitution, Command-
er J. Rudd; the sloops-of-war Marion, Commander H.
Y. Purvisuce, and Dale, Commander Wm. O. Whittle.
The brig Perry, Lieut. R. L. Page, after heving been on the
station two vears, arrived at Norfolk on the 15th of July,
The Copstitution snd the Marion will be relieved early in
the ensuing vear, at which time they will have been two
yeara on that station.

The vessels of this squadron hava been actively, and in
many instances guccessfully, engaged in checking the
slave trade, and some of them have been regularly oruis-
ing on the coasts most frequented by slavers. The effi-
ers in command have also bad it in their power to render
assigtanes to merchant vessels in distress and to our grow-
ing commerce, exposed to many dangers on the African
coast,

The Mediterranean Squadron, Commedere 8. H. String-
ham, eousists of his flag-ship, the frignte Cumberland,
Commander A. A, Harwood ; the steam-frignte Sarunac,
Captain J. C, Long; the sloops-of-war 8t. Louis, Com-
mander D. N, Ingrabam, and Levant, Commander . C.
Turner. The Cumberland will be relieved early in the
spring, and authority has been given for the return of the
Levaut and Bt. Louls early in the ensuing year.

This sgundron, during the past year, has visited many
of the ports of Italy, Sieily, the Archipelago, and Greece,
and slso the consts of Spain snd Barbary ; sud has kept
a watehful eye over American interests in the Mediter-
rancen,

The Baranae, under instructions from the Department,
conveyed Mr. Chandler, the United States Consul-General
to Tunis, frem Marseilies to Tunis, where he was landed
on the 18th of July with the usual honors.

The Bast India Squadron consists of the sloop-of-war
Mucedonian, Capt. Joel Abbot, the senior officer on the
stetion; the steam-frigate Powhatan, Capt. W. J. Me-
Cluney ; sad the sloop-of-war Vandalia, Commander John
Pope. The steam-{rigates Mississippi and Susqnehanna,
the eloop-of-war Plymouth, and the store-ships South-
smpton, Supply, and Lexington are mow on their way
home—the steamers returning by the way of San Fran-
eisco. Commodore M. C. Perry, recently cormmmanding
this squadren, is, by permission of the Department, re-
turning to the United States by the way of Eugland.

The vessels of the squadron, owing to the civil war ex-
isting in China, Lave had frequent calls made vpon them
for the protection of American citizens and property, and
have been of great service to our countrymen in that re-
mate region, .

Commadore Perry, with the steam-{rigate Powhatan as
bis tlag-ship, Capt. W. J. MeCluney; the sloop-of-war
Muccdonian, Capt. J. Abbot; the steam-{rigates Susque-
havna, Commander F. Buchanan, and Mississippi, Comn-
mander 8. 8. Lee; the sloop-of-war Vandulia, Cofiman-
der John Pope: and the store.ships Southampton, Lieut.
Com. J. J. Boyle, and Lexington, Lieut. Com, J. J. Glas-
son, errived at Yedo bey, Japan, en the 13th of Februa-
ry, for the purpose of fulfilling the plans of which he had
notified them the year before, and of endesvoring to es-
tahlish eommercinl relations between Japan and the Uni- |
ted States, Dy indomitable perseversnce aml remark-
able management he succeedsd finally in overcoming the
obstinacy and prejudices of the Japanese Goverument,
and induced it to enter into a treaty of amity and peace,
by which two of its ports, Hakodade and Simods, were
opened to vessels, and shipwrecked mariners of American
vessels are guarantied to have ample protection and kind
treatment on whatever part of the coasts they may be
cast. The above mentioned ports were fully surveyed by
our vessels, and are represented to be very convenient
and commodious, Presents were also exchanged between |
the Japanese Government aud the United States.

The treaty having been cancluded, it was entrusted to
Commander H. A, Adams, who wa directed to proceed in
the Saratogn, Commander W. S. Walker, to San Fran.
cisco, and thence to Washington, On the arrival of the
Saratoga at the Sandwich Islands, a more speedy convey-
ance cfering, Commander Adams left her and reached
Washington with the tresty on the 10th of July., Com-
modore Perry and those who accompinied him in hisnovel
and perilous undertaking deserve well of their country.
A new ern seems, through their instrumentality, to be
dawning upon the commerce of the world, Tt is difficult
to ealenlate the wonderful results which present and fu-
ture generations may experience from this promised gro-
dual droppingoff of the cruel fetters with which ignorance
has an jong embarrassed commerce, and this hopeful pros-
peot of the spread of civilization nnd liberty and good gov-
ernment, go cheering to the Christian statesman.

The Saratoge proceeded on her way to the United
States, and arrived at Boston September let, having been
abeent from the country for four years, 1have expressed
to Commander Walker and his officers, 23 also to the
erew, my just appreciation of their good conduct, not-
withstanding the expiration of their terms of enlistment.

Iregret to state that, whilst the Plymouth was engaged
in surveying the Bonin islands, Lieutenant John Mat-
thews, with thirteen of the orew, when in o bhoat, encoun-
tered n severe typhoon and were all lest. Lieutenant
Matthews had a bigh reputation in the navy as an officer,
and the men are represented to have been among the best
of the crew.

The vessels of the expedition for the survey and re-
connoissauce of Behring Straits, the North Pacific oeean,
aud China seas, after loaving Simon's bay, Cape of Good |
Hape, proceeded to Hong Kong, China; the sloop-of-war
Vincennes, Commander C. Ringgold, and the brig Por-
poise, Lieutenant Commanding A. B. Davis, by the way
of Vun Dieman's Land, through the Coral seas, passing
the Carcline nnd Ladrone and Bashee islands, arriving at
Hong Eong on the 17th of March; the steamer John
Hancock, Lieutenant Commanding John Rodgers, the
store ship John P. Kennedy, Lieutenant Commanding N.
Collins, and the tender Fennimore Cooper, Lieutensat
Commanding H. E. Stevens, by the way of the Btraits of
Sunds and Gaspar, the Carimata aud Billeton passages,
and the Sooloo sea. Their arrival at Hong Kong is re-
ported by Communder Ringgold early in Jure.

During the sbsence of Commodore Perry, with the
greater part of the East Indis Squadron, at Japan, the
civil war raging in China, and particularly in the vicinity
of Canton, 0 alarmed American citizens holding immense |

were disregarded ; his proclamation was only read to be
treated with contempt. His retura to his country after
all this without inflicting somq punishment upon these
lawless and reckless people he thought would be hut a
signal for o renewal of iusulta and outrages. Haviog
tendered boats for the removal of property snd persons
to all who would avail themselves of them, he bomburded
the place and destroyed most of their property, without
loas of life.

I could not reprove thiz commander for his conduct.
Humanity often lends her sympathies to the sufferer,
however just the punishment, but patriotism rarely con-
demns the brave officer who administers that panishment
from a sense of justice to his covntrymen whose property

is destroyed and whose national flag is insulted. We may | B

well regret the stern necessity which constrained bim,
bat it should be remembered that Commaander Hollins
had Leen compelled but & year hefore to interfere and
#top tlicse same pesple in their progress of destraction of
American property; that he had besides seen the report
of our Ministér speaking of them a8 *‘being persons, al-
most without exceﬁlron, of notoriously bad character—
wsome of them dise se‘nll‘reaitmuary convicts and refu-
from justioe, habitually manifesting evil dispositions
our citizens, and indu)ing those dispositions to
the injury of persons and property whenever they are not
by force;” and that he was ‘““unable to re-
them in any other light than as pirates and out-
;" that he knew that this ungoverned populace had

s season restrained an American Minister's
and rudely assailed bim; that they bad retained
refused to surrender the stolen property of some of
m‘.ﬂﬂ they contemptuously turned a deaf

to his for t; and that his siterna-
was hm anﬂ return to his country

gl‘

SREE

| property in that region that Commander Ringgold con- |
| sidered it proper to sugpend temporarily the special du-
| ties to which he was pasigned and render protection to
| his exposed countrymen; aud has thus failed to accom-
| plish & large portion of the surveys that had been planned
| for the present year. In addition to these embarrass.
| ments, Commodore Perry informs the Department, under
date of August 9, that on his arrival at Hong Kong he
found the expedition laboring under serious disadvan.
tages, owing to the unfortunate affliction of Commander
Ringgold, which has rendered it necessary, in the opinion
of the medieal officers, that he should return to the Unit--
ed Btates. Commodore Perry having placedin charge of
the expedition an experienced officer, Lieutenant John
odgers, the next in rank, and the plan of operations
marked out by him being considered judicious, the De-
partment has directed him to proceed with all dispatch
to its execution.

The Pacific Sqnedron, Commodore B. Dalany, consists
of the h&-ahip 8t. Lawrence, Commander W. W. Hun-
ter, the tloops-of-war Portsmonth, Commander T, A.
Dorpin, and 5t. Mary's, Commander T. Bailey. The
frigate Independence, Capt. J. Tattuall, bearing the
broad pendant of Commodore W. Mervine, sailed from
New York on the 9tk of October for the Pacifie. Upon
her arrival out Commodore Mervine will take command,
and Commodore Dulany will return to the United States
in the 8t. Lawrence. The slosp-of war Decatur, Com-
mander 1. B. Sterett, and the steamer Massachusetts,
Lieut. Commanding R. W. Meade, sailed from Norfolk, re-
spectively, the 16th of June and 5th of July, to join this
squadron. DBy last advices they had resched and left
Rio on their way out; but the Massachusetts, after s
day’s eail, encountered and suffered seriously from & vio-
lent storm, and returned to Rio for repairs.

In addition to the sbove enumernted vessels there are
on the Pacific coast the stati store-ships Fredonis,
Lieut. J. D. Johnston, at Valparaiso, and Warren, Lieut.
D. McDougall, at the navy yard st Mare Island, Cali-
fornia. -

The St. Lawrenoe has been cruising most of the year
between mm of Payta and Callso, in Peru, and Val-

araiso, in i. The Portsmouth returned from the
wich Islands to Ban Francisco on the 14th of Janu-

ary. The Government having received sufficient intelli-
gence to impress it with the apprebension that sn unlaw-
ful expedition had left or was about leaving San Francis-
co for the purpose of taking possession of territory
belonging to Mexico, instructions were sent Commauder
Dernlu to render prompt and efficient gid in assisting to
arrest and suppress any such unlawful expedition as
might be set on foot within the jurisdietion of the United
States, und to exercise all lawful means of preveating the
violation of law and infraction of treaty stipulations. To

‘| assist him in this he was, with your approbation, author-

ized, if pecessiry, to charter s steamer for a short time
on rensonable terms, Commander Dornin considered it
necessary, snd for this purpose he chartered, at Son
Franeisco, the stesmer Columbus, belonging to the Paci-
fic Mail Steamsbhip Company, With this steamer and the
Portsmouth he proceeded along the coast; and having’
eyinord a determination to execute his orders, and unite
with the eivil authorities in promptly arvesting and sup-
pressing all unlawful expeditions, he unquestionably con-
tributed largely to their early termination, and thus to
the waintenanoe of friendly relations with & ueighboring
Power. BSome of the leaders were arrested, and many
of the sick and wounded availed themselves of the offer
of Commander Dornin fo return them to their homes.

After Le bad terminated successfully his efforts in re-
gard to the unlawlol expedition against Mexico, he re-
ceived intelligence that about twenty Amerioan citizens
were imprisoned in close confinement at Mazatlnn, Hav-
ing investigated the matter, and concludisg that their
confinement was improper, he interfered and demanded
their release. They were soon discharged by order of
the Government of Mexico, and, at the instance of Com-
munder Dornin, wers conveyed in the reveuune cutter
¢ W, L. Marey”™ to San Francisco at their own request.
The Poriemonth did good service at Acapuleo in reliev-
ing Awmerican steamers from the embarrassment of a
blockade of that port. When last heard from she was
at the Bandwich Islande, add is now probably on her way
to the United Btates under the order of thg Department.

The 8t. Mary’s, which left the United States on the
15th of October, 1853, joined the equadron at Valparaiso
on the 20th of January, Complaints having been made
of abusive conduct tewards our shipmasters whose busi-
negs.carvied them to the Chinchu Islands, the Bt. Mary's
was sent there in April. Commander Bailey fonnd in
port about one hundred and sixteen sail of vessels, two.
thirds of which wére American. The presence of the St.
Mary's had & very beneficial effect, and the masters of
the lavge fleet of merchantmen, both English and Ameri-
can, expressed themselves highly gratified at the prompt
and energetic action taken by Commander Dailey in re-
gard 1o their complaints and grievances. Whilst there
he had an opportunity to return the protection which was
afforded lust year by Admiral Moseby, of the English
nuvy, to mauny of our cenntrymen, by affording nssistance
and protection to Capt. McClenan, master of the Euglish
ship Kildaire, which assistance dnd protection had bheen
refused by the Peruvian Governor of the islonds. The
$t. Mary's, after cruising on the coast south of Panama
and showing our flag st Iqique, (Arica,) and various
other ports, was on the 29th of Augast (the lsst advices
from her) at the Sandwich Islands, whither she had heen
sent by Commodore Dulsny, under instructions from the
Department.

The steamer Michigan, Commander J. 8. Nicholas, is
still in commission on our northexp lakes, and during the
lnst season engaged in her usual cruising.

The steam frigate Ban Jacinto, Capt. Btribling, having
reoeived on board the new machinery recently construeted
for er, put to sea on the Oth of August for 4 six manths'
cruige, with a viaw especially to testing the capacily of
the machinery, in pursuznce of the termas of the contract.
When last heard from she was at Seuthampton, and, hav-
ing undergone very slight repairs, was about proceeding
on hey eruise.

In addition te the employment of the vessels, cfficers,
and men afloat, as thus recited, many of the officers and
wen of the navy are assigned to duty ou the coast survey.

INCREASE OF THE NAYY.

Althongh Congress, at its last session, promptly re-
gponded to the recommendatipn for the construction of
six new steam-frigates and for completing and launching
the frigates Bantee and Sabine, 1 am very far from en-
tertaining the opinion that the enlargement-of the navy
should stop here, The protection of our wide-spread
commerce, the guarding of our extended const, the pre-
servation of our rauk as o nation, demand that wo should
not be entirely stationary, and with inactive indifference
behold the progress of other Powers in naval strength.
And it is hardly unwise to glance at the various national
Navy Registers and compare the size of our nuvy, rot
merely with that of the mighty nations with whom we claim
equal rank, but with that of other nations whom we esleem Lo
be far, far behind us in the race of national greatness, Fven
with the addition of the unfinished siz sleam-frigates, our na-
val force will not exceed fifly versels in condition for serviee.
Weakness invites aggression, and never inspires respect;
while acknowledged strength and visible preparation com-
mand considerntion, and are the true safeguards of pance.
And, although our mission is pence, and no warlike mes-
sengers of propagandism are to be sent forth to force ro-
publican liberty upon reluctant victims of misgovern-
ment, it may be well to remember that, in addition to the
ordinary uncertainty which ever hangs around questions
of peace and war in the distant future, we have to en-
counter ill-disguised jealousy of our pecaliar institutions
from those who cling with tenacity to the old eystem of
Government. Hear the language of one of your prede-
cessors in & message to Congress more than & quarter of
& centary ago:

“ Unproveked injuries are often inflieted, and even the pe-
culiar folicity of our situation might with some be a causo for
excitement and aggression. The history of the late wars in
Europe furnishes a complete demonstration that no syetem of
conduct, however correst in principle, can protect neutral
Powera from injury from any party; that a defemceless posi-
tion and & distinguished love of peace are the surest invita-
tions to war; and that there is no way to avoid it other than
by being always prepared and willing for a just couse to meet
it. Ifthere be n people on earth whose more especial doty
it ie to be at all times prepared to defend the rights with
which they are blessed, and to surpass all others in sustain-
ing the necessary burdens and in submitling to sacrifices to
gnkn such preparations, it is undoubtedly the people of these

tates.”

The well-srmed and well-manned ships of our navy
may be truly regarded as eo many ocean sentinels sta-
tioned along the the main to challenge at once any who
might dare to seek an assault upon institutions sacred to
us, but inconvenient to them.. It is true we are at peace
with the world; and eo but a few months were the
pations of Europe, and, under the benign influence of
christianity and civilization, seemed hopeful of a quiet
fature, with no rivalry but in arts, sclence, and national
development. The scene is suddenly changed. War,
with all ite bloody calamities, is convulsing those mighty
nations, and no prophetic statesman can foretell its ex-
tent or its termination.
navy ! It is not merely the citizen whose lot I8 cast along
the coast, the wealthy merchant in our cities, the specu-
lator in floating merchandise, but merchants, mechauics,
planiers, our countrymen all along the const, up our
rivers, beyond the mountains. The agricultural interest
isas much benefited and protected by the navy as any
other. Every planter in every gection is not more truly
protected by the enclosure around bis farm than by our
‘wooden walls'' which float around our coast. The
States which border on the Mississippi transport on its
bosom their cotton, and grain, and eugar, and vast varie-
ties of products, which are borne into the Gulf of Mexi-
co. With no navy sufficient to protect it in that region,
who can appreciate the inconvenience and embarrassment
which our planting interest will experience in war ! But
the graat cost is often saggested. That should always be
vigilantly watched by the prudent statesman, who should,
however, remember that every dollar is expended among
our own people in the purchase of material and psyment
of labon:; ; and that it brings into u;reiu t:; mechani-
enl skill of our country, promotes, and thereby perpeti.
ates, a class in our midst essential to our national inde-
pendence, He who visits our navy yards, and lingers s
moment in beholding the giant frames of the noble ships
now being constructed by the genius, the lubor, and with
the of our own country, will find that the money
expended not merely results in presenting o ﬂm..ﬁ bat-
tery to protect our property and our flag, but gladdens
the hearts of hundreds of cheerful artizans, who it
buck into the with fourfold interest. Itis not
wusted capital ; it is not like the millions anuually sent
abroad to foreign cepitalists to pay the debts contracted
for schemes of extravagance, leaving embarrassment in
its trail.  [Tdomot propose to increase the number of officers,
nor materially to enlarge the squadrons, and thereby in-

crease largely our current expenses, nor to have a navy | from

of the immense size and expense of some of the Powers of
Europe; but I do propose so to increase the materiel of
our navy a8 af least (o elo a state of readiness for
emergencies whieh wise statesmen strive to avoid, but wiser
statesmen to meet. It will be my pleasure to co-
wmﬁmucn dcplﬂnnt-t‘gﬂmﬂl
out these views.

Fors statement of the actual condition

nuval force I beg

: to refer you to the full
chief of the Buresa of Construction, Equipment

But who are interested in the’

f
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which the vessels while being built conld be protected
from ex , and the mechanics ed could be

Pensacola,
rebuilt, and the Santee al-

%&:ld oolplm at 1 therefore ordered
te @ 4 ore
that immediate ub:‘:{dnm the

new frigates at the navy yards in Boston, Brooklyn, Phila-
delphin, Washington, and Norfolk. There is no difieulty
in seouring the services of as many skilful mechanios and
Iaborers as ure desired. The public oficers st the seve-
ral yards have all manifested a deep interest in dispatch-
ing the work with sucoess. Much progress hus been
made, and 1 have no doubt six first-olass steamers, equal
to the expectation of the country, will be tﬁ as
;quy as men ond means can sccomplish the work.

l:i: having facilities for mmg.w];ndug the steam ma-
chinery neceazary, except at ‘ashington n
1 bad no alternative but to malke contracts uitﬁr’i::&
establishments for five of the frigates. These contracts
have been made with builders of established reputation,
and the contractors are busily engaged in fulfilling them.
The plan adopted was to invite proposals, so as to call
forth the best skill of the country, sud, before adopting
them, submit them for my guidauce to & board of engi-
neers, Bonds with approved suretles have been taken
for the faithful execution of the work, and two-fifths of
the contract price is to be retained until the machinery
has worked successfully and satisfuctorily at sea for six
monthe. Before adopting any of the plans proposed, I
thought proper, in consideration of the ter expe-
rience of England and France in the application of steam
mn,ch_incry to men-of-war, to order Engineer-in-Chief
Martin to visit Europe with a view to availing himself of
sny improvements which may have been made. The ob-
servetions made during bis visit and the interesting re-
ports of Lieut. Walker, who had been similarly engagedl,
will prove useful to the service. The Bantee and Sabine
frigates will he completed and ready for beiug launched
ina few weeks. The Franklin is progressing rapidly,
and it is confidently expected that the six steam-frigates
will be launshed certainly by the ensuing fall, if not
earlier, 4 .

REORGANIZATION OF THE NAVY.

In my last annual report I ventured to express the
opinion ¢ that the present organization of the navy js
not only essentially defective and unwise, but is, in its
practical operation, working palpable sud serious mis-
chief to the efficiency and character of that branch of the
publio service,” and * that @ retived list on reduced pay for
the faithful who have become infirm ; the discharge of the
inelicient who have no claim on ths bounty of their Govern-
ment for services rendered; promotion regulated by capacity,
meril, and nol by mere seniorily of commission ; and pay to
some extent controlled by sea-service, are reforms not only
demanded by the condition of the servics, by considera-
tions of justice, but absolutely necessary to the PrEserva-
tion of efficiency and nsefalness.” Efforts were made du-
ring the last session to accomplish many of the desired re-
forms; no final action was taken, Subsequent reflection and
experience of nearly two years' connexion with the navy,
an extended acquaintance with the officers and an atten-
tive obaervation of the practial working of the present
system, had not only confirmed me in the correctness of
those views, but constrain me, at the bazard of the charge
of pertinacity, to renew most earnestly my previous re-
commendations, and to urge their considerationand adop-
tion with deep solicitude. So far asI have the authority
at present, these views shall guide my action. 1 cannct
recommend for promotion to higher rank and larger pey
officers who do not merit it from inoapreity, either moral
or physieal. I donot appreciate the justice or policy of
promoting to a higher gradean officer who cannot perform
its duties, unless in rare exceptional cases, ey a oompli-
mentsry reward for services rendered. Itis neither more
nor less than eleyating the incom petent, and then order-
ing the unpromoted competent to do their work, Is therve
an alarm of fastening upon the Government an odious
pension gystem? None can cherish a greater repuguance
to that than myself; but none ean be more fully eon-
vinced that it can be so well surrounded with safeganrds,
restrictions, and limitations as to retain its virtues and
reject its faults,

Is the particular plan of having the aid of a board of
officers in ascertaining the incompetent and unwortby
objected to? ; I am not wedded to that or any other
scheme, provided the main object can be attained. I
should be content to havethe Secretary from time to time
officially report to the Prosident such names as he wishes
should be retired or dropped; that the President should
transmit, if he thinks proper, their names to the Senate,
with a recommendation suited to ench case. Thue the
President and the Senate, the appointing power, will be
the removing power, and the apprehension of Star Cham-
Ler persecution and being victimized by secret inguisi-
tion, now felt by some worthy officers, would be quieted.
But I forbeur to fatigue with details. The magio touch
of reform is needed, and if skilfully applied will impart
to the now drooping hody of our navy n rohust health and
a nr.-w_hfe. I believe that sound poliey, stern justice de-
mand it; that (rue y is not opposed to it. 1 shall
be happy to co-operate with Congress in effecting it.

1 have no hesitation in saying that there are mavy offi-
eers now in the navy whose names do not adorn the Re-
gister, There are those incapable of performing duty
from age or affliction. There are also many good officers
resigaing from time to time because the path of promo-
tion is ** blocked up” by the incompetent, and the future
seems to them so unpromising. But it is my pleasure as
wellas my duty to say that the corps is still full of chiv-
alrous and gallant officers, who are not only ready for the
post of danger, but would sustain the proud reputation
of our navy, which has won so many laurels for our coun-
try, and by its biilliant victories cheered the heart of
many & desponding patriot.

I w"ill not, however, enlarge this report by repesting
the. views or reciting the various amendments and modifi.
cations of existing laws suggested inmy last annual re-
gu:it, but content myself with renewing the recommen-

ation.

DISCIPLINE OF SEAMEN AND THE ENLISTMENT OF
BOYS AB APPRENTICES.

While the just and liberal action of Congress during the
last session, autherizing an increase of pay of seamen
corresponding to the compensation in the merchant ser-
vien, has done much to encourage enlistments, and was
received with grateful joy by many a veteran tar, much
remning yet to be sccomplished to give proper shape,
vigor, charaoter, and success to the gystem of diseipline
in this important, indeed vital part of the public service.
Language cannot describe, the mind can scarcely grasp
how much of happiness and wretchedness hang around
the fidelity, the discipline of the neglected sailor. Pro-
perty, life, victory, defeat, national honor and remown
bave much to do with the character and cheerful obe-
dience and home-love of seamen.

I am very far from recommending the restoration of
punishment by floggiog. In my opinion the experience
of the navy, at least, justifies its abrogation. The sloop-
of-war Saratogs, Commander Walker, eunstitndn% o purt
of the squadron to Jupan, left the United States in Sep-
tember, 1850, and returned in the same month of the
present year, after cruising for four years beneath tro-
pical suns and amid uncongenial people, thousands of
miles from home. The term of the crew’s enlistment
expired while they were far in the east. They were in-
formed while abroad that punishment by flogging was
abolished. I allade to this case especinlly, as I think the
test was a severe one. Yet, on their arrival at Boston,
the most flattering reports reach me of the good conduct
and discipline of the crew. I deemed it proper also to
address an inquiry on the subject to Commander Walker.
He nds thus: *In regard to the first question,
whether it is desirable to restore corporal punishment, I
roply that, from experience as well as conviction, I do
not believe it would be desirable or for tae interest of the
service.” And yet he aud every officer coneur in the ne-
cessity o:dpmcrlhiug and legalizing some substitute, nc-
com y however, with a plan of reward as well as
punishment—puaishment prompt, sure, in order to re-
strain the offender and deter the inconsiderate ; reward,
equally sure and generous, to encourage fidelity and pro-
mote respectability, It is not the severity but the cer-
tainty and ¥ompmm of punishment ch promotes
discipline. The sallor who now commits an offencenboard
ship, remote from home and the flag-ship, knows that he
cannot be tried, possibly for months, until the veasel ar-
rivesin or falls in with the Commodore of the squadron,
I consider it all.important that the commander of any
vessel should be authorized by Jaw to order a summary
court-martial for the trial of the petty officers and those
below them ; that they should have the power to punish
by dishonorable in any by confinement on
reduced rations and without pay, with extra labor and
deuial of shore privilege. When the seaman krfows that
these punishments can be Jmpuy inflicted by the offi-
cers in command of the ship he has much to deter him
disobedience.

But, in order successfully to invite diligent and enter-
prising men, they must know that their integrity will be
commended and their faithfulness remembered.  An hon-
orable discharge, leave-of-absence and shore-privi-
- lege, and the «mﬁ(}m aIf the ;?nl:l’ willrnnl-mmwd'
encoursge them. I hope excused for re
lh.u“ldu-lt!.udhpt-;:zhtmo lan be oo
by which our seamen shall become more -Lnuu, per

H

. Leaves for the support of the navy and

Lt o e e i A Lotk el SR D Tt b ot e b R i A LT s M o bt pe g e S R S ) i

fistment of American boys from fourteen until are
twenty-one years of age. The object in view will be to
train them up ot first on our large receiving-ships, and

cruise ; to make them practical seamen; to teach them in
iar with all the duties of a
sailor, the requirements of the service, the sacredness of
obedience to orders; to watch over their proper moral
and mental training, and thus incorporste into the ser-
viee gradually, but sarely, s body of seamen to be proud
of in times of peace, to be relied upon in times of dan-
ger. Iam also very clearly of o that the number
of men in the service should be incressed at least twenty-
five hundred,
MARINE CORFS.

The Marine Corps constitutes s most interesting, im-
portant, aod useful portion of the paval force. Their
servioe is equally effective on land and on sea. They are
an srmed snd disciplined police on ship-board. Well
troined and drilled before being detailed for duty at ses,
awere of the faet that they are set apart to sustain the
officers in commaud in the preservation of crder and the
suppression of mutiny, the firat symptom of insubordina-
tion finds them ready, with strong hand and burnished
armg, at the drum-tap, to put down disorder or disobe-
dience. Recent ocourrences at seaaﬂpninfully fresh in the
recollection of all, impress the mind most vividly of the
pragtienl value of such a body of men on ship board in
moments of peril'nad alarm, when mere panic and disors |
derare so often unnecesssrily fruitful of desolation and
death, But on Iand also their services bhave ever been
found efficient, €¢ither in the pavy yards or on shore fur
from their country, This corps accompany our men-of-
warin all their oruises in times of peace and war, and bave
signalized their valor in many a field. Their numbernow
is entirely too small, and I esroestly recommend an in-
crease, by which more time would be allowed for their
proper discipline and drilling before they are ordered to
sea, and their efficiency rendered still more reliable. 1]
am satisfied also that the corps could be improved and
elevated in character by adopting some system of ap-
pointing offi oers of militury education and training,

YARDS AND DOCKS.

[Our limited compels us to defer the publication
of this portion of the honoralle Secretary's report, We
learu from it that the Government possesses eight navy
yords, including the one now in rapid progress of eon-
struction at Mare Island, Califernin. To keep these yarids
in proper condition for useful service, and to érect on
them the necessary buildings and fixtures, occasion the
expenditure sanuuslly of lurge sums of money, pot-
withstanding the diligence and vigilance of the De-
partment. rge appropriations will be from time to
time required for the yard in California, which, it is pre-
eumed, will be a complete establishment, as it is the ouly
one on the Pacific. The Seeretary enters into o full ex-
planation of his proceedings undexr the act of March 8d,
18563, authorizing, pursuant to a recommendation of his
immediste predecessor, (Hon, Jobn P, Keunedy,) the con-
struction of & basin and railway in connexion with the
floating dook in Californis. The dock is completed, and
the contractors ure actively engaged in consiructing the
basin and railway. The balance dock, basin, and railway
at Pensacola have not yet been.accepted by the Govern-
ment. The firgs test of their efficiency having heen un-
antisfactory, unother test is to be made. The ground and
appurtenances which formed the navy ysrd at Memphis
have been upconditionally surrendered to the mayor of
that city and sbundoned by the Government. ]

MIBCELLANEOUS,

The Naval Academy has, during the past year, conti-
nued to preseunt to the country practical evidence of the
wisdom nnd foresight of its projector. Under the vigi-
lant superintendence of Commander Goldshorough and
his worthy assistants the strictest diseipline has been en-
foreed, to the murked benefit of this institution.

The plan of educstion is now thorough and the training
of the youth admirable. The cruise in the practice ship
is of immensurable advantage in imparting st an early
age practical knowledge of seamanship. During the last
summer the Preble, with thirty-one young midshipmen,
visited Portsmouth and Plymouth, in England, and Brest
and Cherbourg, in France, thereby affording them an op-
portunity of examining the naval establishments at those
points.
a machine-shop at Annapolis under the sct of Congress
authoriziog it, and I shull avail myself of the first oppor-
tunity, when the service will permit, to substitute a
steamer for the sloop now used as n practice ship. The
number of students now st the Academy is one hundred
and sixty, Attention is called to the report of the Chief
of the Dureau of Ordnsnce snd Hydrography, and the
aonual report of the Board of Examiners, s aiso that of
the commander of the practice ship.

The Naval Observatory+is still entitled to a generous
support, and eminently demonstrates the utility of its
original establishment. The achievements on sen, quietly
and gradnally eifected by Lieat. Maury, although not
attracting the admiration of the multitude nor dazzling
the beholder with sudden flashes of triumph, have reflect-
ed honor upon himself and his country: have brought
remote nations in comparative proximity to each other;
bave promoted commerce, by pointing out to the mariner
new paths on the gredat deep, where fuvorable winds and
currents lend friendly aid, His “Wind and Cuarrent'
Charts” and ¢ Bailing Directions” are saving millions of
money by shortening the voysges of merchant vessels
freighted with treasures. 1 am officially informed ¢ that
it wus stated in o paper read before the Dritish Associa-
tion last year thet it was estimeted in India that a set
of wind and current charts for the Indian ocean, like
those that have been constructed at this office for the At-
lantio ocesn, would produce an annual saving to British
commerce in those sead alone of notless than $1,000,000,
{£250,000,) and for British commerce in all seas of
$10,000,000 a year, This estimate was based on the
condition of shortening the voyage only one-tenth,
(whereas the average length of the passage to all places
beyond the equator has been shortened much more ;) and
the estimate was again repeated at the lust meeting of
the Association at Liverpobl.” It has also been estimat-
ed that the value of these charts to the commerce and
navigation of the United States is equivalent in the sav-
ing of time to several millions a yesr. I trust that these
considerations may prevent all objection to the compura-
tively small expense annually called for to sustsin this
establishment. ‘

The Department is advised that Mr, Robert L. Stevens,
of New York, is now rapidly progressing in the construo-
tion of the iron war steamer, to be shot and shell proof,
for harbor defence, in accordance with his Aontract, un-
der the acts of Congress of 1842 and 1852, In his com-
munjeation of the 28th of October he informs me that
* the boilers will be ready to be put on board in about three
weeks, and the shafts, béams, cranks, aud links are near-
ly finished and turned,” and that he hes nearly five hun-
dred men engaged on the work. It is very desirable that
thig vessel sheuld be completed, large sums having alrea-
dy been expended by Congress upon it, If the under-
taking is successful, and the coutractor accomplishes
what he promises, the benefits derivable from it for hur-
bor defence are incaleulable.

Great dificulty having been experienced in procuring
Amerioan water-rotted hemp, speciul agents have been
appointed in the distriots of conntry in which it was most

ely to be obtained. The instructious for its inspection
and receipt offer every inducement to encourage its pre.
paration. The supply of hemp bas been principally drawn
from Russia, and the present state of affairs in Europe
demonstrates the importance of our not being dependant
on other countries for our supplies of this necessary
article.

The estimates for the support of the navy

and marine corps for the year ending

June 30, 1866, und for all objocts com-

ing under the control of this Depart-

ment, are, in the aggregate ............... 516,241,081 53
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troller of the Treasury, Was.......ccuee
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In pursuance of the tuggutlou of the Chief of
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, the naval lsboratory
in gonnexion with the Huspital at Brooklyn was reor-

gonized in the fall of 1858 and placed on & basis to se-
cure its success nnd its benefits to the service.
Since Javuary lust the supply of medicines for the
navy has been at that laboratory, therchy giv-
ing assurance that & reliable article is supplied, and that
the service will not suffer from the fmposi
and deleterious drugs. As a matter of economy also the
tages will not be inconsiderable,

The letters of Commander Charles H. Davis, touching
the Nautical Almanse, und of Professor Alexander in re-
gard to the character of alimentary substances, accompa-
ny this report, and will explain the progrees made in their
. depurtments. :

have the honor to be, with great

2 your obe-
diext servant, >

J. C. DOBBIN,
S ———

FROM NEW MEXICO.

The last mail from Santa Fe brings several inte-
resting items of intelligence. Governor MERIWE-
TuER has had a ¢ talk’ with the Utahs,

“ He left Santa Fo on Tuesday, the 17th of Ootober,
and arrived at Abiquin the next day towards evening,
travelling under the escort of o company of United States
.dragoons, commanded by Capt. Ewel:‘na. t Carson,
with Chico Velasques band of Utahs, ¢ in. Thursday
afternoon, but from some cause or Gther the Capote band
failed to come in. The Indians were anssembled next
morning, nesr two bundred in number, when o ¢ big talk’
was held between the chiefs and the Governor, after which
presents were distributed am those preseut. The
conference was productive of mueh good feeling; the In-
dians returning to their country well satisfied, and gave
pesurance of remaining at peace with our people.”

There had been a disturbateo between the Utahs and
the whites, & Mexican in Taos county killing one of the
former., The Utahs, in return, stole s number of auimals
from the inhabitants, which they returned on the Gover-
nor's having the Mexican arrested and placed in custody.
This pleased the Indians, and they promised to remain at
peace.

“Capt. Ewery, with his company of sixty dragoons,
returned to town Saturday evening, the 14th, from a scout
among the mountaing between Santa Fe and Taos. He
was sent out by Gen. Garland, on the, representation of
Mr. Albino Chacon, who had had some animals run off by
the Apaches. He accompanied Capt. Ewell to the place
where the Indiaus had been encamped, who had left some
time greviouuly. In the scout the troops ascended to the
top of the Jacarilla mountain, one of the highest peaks
in this part of the territory..

¢ Lieut, Sturges, with his company of dragoons, arriv-
ed in Santa Fe on Bunday, the 15th, from Fort Fillmore,
and for the present he will remain &t headquarters. In
company with Licut. Sturges’s command came Major Fry,
paymanster United States army, who had been in the
southern section of the Territory nearly two months, pay-
ing the troops.

¢ Dr. Sutherland, assistant surgeon United States ar.
my, ordered to réport at headquarters, and Lieut. Me-
Cook and Walker on leave. Assistant Surgeon Lang-
worthy left for the United States on Thureday, the 12th
October.

# A detachment of one hundred United States recruits
arrived in S8anta Fe the 23d October from Fort Leaven-
worth, under the gommand of Major Grier. He had in
charge about fifty horses for the artillery at Fort Defiance.
The following officers came in compnny: Major Morris,
Capt. Stanton, and Lieats. Carlisle, Trevitt, and Wilkins,
Capt. Bowen, commissary st Albuguerque, and Surgeon
Abadie, of the same post, were in town, but have return-

| ed home,
The contract has been made for the erection of |

“ A company of dragoons, under Capt. Ewell, arrived,
in Santa Fe from Las Lunag, Monday, the 9th October.
Assistant Sargeon Langworthy, U. 8, army, arrived here
from Fort Deflance, en route for the United States, Sat-
uriday, the 7th instant. 9

“Capt. Sykes aud lady and Miss MoCrea, from Fort
Union, arrived the 24th October, on their way to Fort
Fillmore., Lieut, McFerran came in company and left
the next dey for Fort Fillmore, where he is stationed.”

The news from the Messilla Valley states that the JIn-
dians there have acknowledged the jurisdiction ef the
United States, and claim protection. They have surren-
dered two or three fugitives,
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ANOTHER FATAL DUEL IN CALIFORNIA.

PROM THE SAN FRAXOISCO ' ALTA CALITORNIA " OF Nov. 9.

Aguin does it full to our lot to chronicle one of those
unhappy events too frequent in this State, which has
cust a dark shadow over one hearth at least and left one
heart desolute. :

The principles in this duel were Acariies Kewey and
Col. Wooprigr. The particulars, as well as could be as-
certained, are as follows: Last l!rridsy evening Mr. Kew-
en and the colonel were, with several others, in the sa-
loon known as the “ Blue Wing,” Montgomery street.

day, and became rather snimnted. The colonel remark-
ed to Kewen that he wasa d—d * Kuow-Nothing;” upon
which Kewen struck him on the mouth with his hand
Friends interfered and arrested further proceedings at
that time. It is said that on Monday Mr. Kewen sought
out Col. Woodlief and offered an apology, which was re-
fused. The offer was ngain renewed, Koewen stating that
be would make the apology in writing if it would be more
acceptable.. The colonel in the mean time had sent a
challenge, and he expressed his determination to have it
settled in the usual manner. Friends were accordingly
chosen, and it was concluded to cross the bay and adjust
the difficulty by recourse to fire.arms. !
Yesterday morning the parties left in the Oskland fer-
ry-boat at 7 o'clock in the morning, Several persons in
the city, having been informed of whatwas going on,
crosged over in the ferry-boat. On arriving at Oskland
the parties proceeded a short distance outside of the city
limits, The friends of Mr. Kewen were Messrs, Wake
Briarly and Robert Wood, Col. Woodlief's friends were
?ap:.h Ekorru:it and '.‘dn%'nira hi!nDunlnld. The IT?I uhou:
or the occasion were Missisel agers. e
was boing marked off when daggtyylgzgf Simons::c‘::o
had got wind of the affair, made his appearance and or-
dered them to desist. The es then got into their
oarriages aud left, with the determination to eross into
another county. After continuing the journey for some
time, until they were about ten miles from Osakland and
in the county of Alvarado, they dismounted and ascended
& hill near by, followed by a erowd, which by this time
had inereased to about ome hundred and fifty persons.
On the ridge of the bill they halted; the Emmd was
marked off forty paces, the r{ncipsla took their places,
and on the word *fire” be&g both wheeled and
fired, the ball from Mr. Kewen's rifile passing completely
through the Leart of Col. Woodlief and out at his back,
killing him instantly, This disastrous sffair teck place
about one o’clock. The body of the colonel was brought
over to the oity in the ferry-boat last evening. The scene,
when the wife of the deed man looked wpon nil thut re-
mained of the former partner of her joys and eorrows,
who, but a few short hours before, had nfua forth in the
strength and of manhood, is
were present to have been affecting in
Mrs. Woodlief accompanied her husband on
sion, and stopped in Ban Antonio while the
out. She returned with the body to the Tehama House.
~ Devenreux J. Woopsier was born in Greenville oounty,
Virginia, and moved to Texas more than twenty years
ago. He was elected a colonel in the Texan srmy, and
was in nctive service during the revolution there. Bub-

=

uently he was one of the Texas Dauring the
mxiu? war he accompunied the pan fordes a¢ an
amateur warrior, and was di for the indepen-
dent method in which he took positions during the
battles and the . He had

mnnnz.:!hh

engaged in a number of duels, had been wounded a
number of times in battle, and carries to his gl'i“t?n..
bullets in his body. He came to California in 1849, 'and
was gollector of the foreign miners' tax in' Calaveras
county. :
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The conversation was principally on the politics of the




